
For a PHP developer, basic tasks in Figma primarily involve navigating design files, inspecting

elements to extract code specifications, and collaborating with the design team during the handoff

process. 

Core Tasks in Figma for a PHP Developer
Enter and Utilize Dev Mode: This is the most crucial feature for developers. Toggle it on in the

top-right corner (or use the shortcut Shift + D) to access a developer-focused interface for

inspecting designs and translating them into code.

Navigate and Understand the File Structure:

Explore Pages/Layers: Use the left sidebar to browse different design pages, sections, and

individual layers. Designers often organize content into sections marked "Ready for dev" to

streamline the handoff process.

Select Elements: Click on elements to select them, or use  Ctrl  +  click  ( Command  +  click

 on Mac) to select nested layers within a group or component.

Inspect Design Properties: In Dev Mode's right sidebar, select any design element to view its

specifications and generate corresponding code snippets in various languages, including CSS.

Extract Code: Copy auto-generated code for properties like  font-size ,  color ,  padding , and 

margin  to implement them accurately in your PHP project's HTML and CSS files.

Check Measurements: Hold the  Option  or  Alt  key while hovering over another element to

measure the distance (margins/padding) in pixels between them.

Export Assets: Easily export images, icons, and other graphic assets in required formats (PNG,

JPG, SVG, or PDF) directly from the inspect panel. Designers typically mark items as exportable.

Review Prototypes and User Flows: Click the "Play" icon in the top-right to enter the

Presentation view. This allows you to interact with clickable prototypes and understand the

intended user experience, animations, and transitions.
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Collaborate and Provide Feedback: Use the "Comment" mode (accessible via the toolbar) to

leave feedback, ask questions, or tag designers using  @mentions  directly on specific design

elements.

Utilize Integrations: Explore plugins and extensions that streamline your workflow, such as

the Figma for VS Code extension to inspect designs and write code side-by-side without switching

tabs, or link to Jira or GitHub tickets.

Understand Responsive Design: Learn how designers use Auto Layout and constraints to

create flexible layouts that adapt to different screen sizes. This knowledge is key to building

responsive PHP-generated pages. 
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